282	OTHER FEATURES OF ISLAM
while it is impossible to exaggerate certain evils inherent in
the nature of the system, it is quite possible to exaggerate
their extent and, to a less degree, their results. Take, for
example, seclusion within the harem. This naturally ap-
pears horrible to a woman brought up under Western civili-
zation. But women bred in the harem do not miss a liberty
which they have never known. Among the higher Moslem
classes charming family life may be found. The spirit of
high breeding is in every race the same though conditions
of life may differ radically. The rather overcolored ac-
counts of that interesting book, " Haremlik," did not come
as a surprise to Western women with friends among the
Moslem aristocracy.1 But even granted that, as a rule, the
evils of life in the harem bear hard on the occupants, it
should be emphasized that these are confined to the cities,
and hence affect only the minority of Mohammedan women.
In passing from the towns to the country in Syria and Pales-
tine the traveller cannot fail to note a great contrast. The
town women when they go out are swathed in sheets, white
or colored, with their faces hidden by dark veils. The peas-
ant women, on the other hand, appear publicly in their
ordinary dress, leaving the face and sometimes also part
of the hair exposed to view. The husbands and fathers of
these girls are good Moslems, observing the ordinances of
prayer and fasting quite as punctiliously as the majority of
the men of the city, and more punctiliously than many of the
highest classes who keep their women in strictest seclusion.
In letting their women's faces be seen in public, these peas-
ants are apparently unconscious of transgression, and, as
we have already shown, they are transgressing no law explic-
itly set forth in the Koran.3 This state of things naturally
1	See "Harcmlik " (New York, 1906), by Demetra Vaka (Mrs. Kenneth
Brown), describing the life of the high-class Moslem women in Con-
stantinople.
2	A well-known Moslem sheikh of Beyrout, whom I consulted in re-
gard to this matter, declared that the peasant women in exposing their
hair and hands (which according to the Hanaffyeh are forbidden, even
though the face may be seen) are acting in ignorance of the law, and
hence are not blameworthy.

